[Genetics and congenital heart diseases].
We describe in this article the recent data on the genetics of congenital heart defects (CHD) organised by type of CHD although each predisposing genetic factor is associated with a whole variety of CHD types. The recent progress resulting from animal models, molecular cytogenetics and CHD familial cases studies allow a better understanding of the determinism of CHD. This lead in term to improved counselling of parents of affected children and of CHD adults who would like to become parents. Nevertheless, more progress is needed to reach a better accuracy in prediction.